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Calendar on Page 5 

 

Dear Fellow members, 

First of all I hope all of you and your families are safe; we, the publishers of our newsletter want to thank 
all of you for keeping Meshing Gears going with your stories, keep them coming since “our club news” 
are very limited in these hard times. Hopefully in the very near future I can write the story in this column 
of “how my B survived the long layover. 
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Meetings  
Monthly Meetings are on the 
4th Tuesday each month at 
7:30pm at the VFW Post, 45 
Tabor Road, Morris Plains, NJ 
 

2020 Meeting Dates 
May 26, Jun 23, Jul 28,  

Aug 25, Sep 22,  Oct 27,  
Nov 24, Dec 22 

2020 OFFICERS & TRUSTEES    MEETINGS 

Meshing Gears is a publication of the MG Car Club Central 
Jersey Centre, a non-profit organization established in 1962,  
dedicated to promoting the enjoyment and preservation of MGs 
and all British sports cars. 

The MG Car Club Central Jersey Centre is an affiliate of the 
North American MGB Register, the American MGB Association, 
The North American MGA Register, The MG Owners Club, UK; 
and the MG Car Club, UK, founded in 1930 as the only factory 
approved organization for all Mg’s. 

Membership in the MG Car Club is open to all. Ownership of a 
MG is not a condition of membership.  

Annual dues are only $25 
They are due during January 

of each year. Benefits 
continue all year. 

Visit our new website: 
www.mgccnj.org 

 
ADDRESS: 

MG Car Club Central Jersey 
Centre 
PO Box 435 
Convent Station, NJ 07961 

President   
Steve 
Wagoner               

pres@mgccnj.org 

Vice President Gillian Fisher gillianannefisher@gmail.com 

Treasurer Karl Marx                        
973-267- 3630 or 
falco4@optonline.net 

Secretary  
Rudy 
Bescherer  

rdbescherer@yahoo.com 

Trustees at Large                Ole Flandrup oleMGB@gmail.com  

 Gary Perrault gperr@optonline.net 

 Ed Orna ejorna@verizon.net 

Advisor Butch O’Conner bfo@spsk.com 

Britfest Chairman               
Charles 
Tregidgo       

tregidgolaw@gmail.com 

Event & Rally Coordinator               Bob Knecht mgbowner@warwick.net 

Meeting Refreshments Steve Gastwirth stevegastwirth@aol.com 

Membership Chairlady      Mary Hayes    mgmidgetmary@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor         Ole Flandrup olemgb@gmail.com 

Regalia Chairman                Gary Perrault gperr@optonline.net 

Technical Advisor                Dave Collier                   dacollier1@yahoo.com 

Webmaster   Dick  Bettle bettlesr@gmail.com 

2020 Member  
of the Year                             

James Van 
Genderen 

javang@optonline.net 

Have a contribution to our newsletter? 
Please send it by the 25th of the month to 
Ole Flandrup: olemgb@gmail.com or Rob 
Alper: ralper100@gmail.com. 
Publication is in the beginning of each 
month. 
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President’s Message 
Ramblings from your President 
Hi All, 

  I hope this message finds you all well.  As 
of this writing I am still waiting to find out if 
the VFW will be able to host our monthly 
meeting this month.  Looks like we’re still 
waiting for the state to relax it’s public 
meeting size.  
 I’ve been keeping busy with projects 
around the house, mostly catching up with 
pruning bushes and our one apple tree.  I’m also 
trying to finish the wiring and lighting in the 
garage, as well as getting my bought new 27 
years ago air compressor , and it still hasn’t 
been run (didn’t have 220 volts)!  I have also 
been doing the food shopping for my Dad and his health aid Every 
three weeks.  The weather hasn’t been the greatest, so my work on 
my MGB is on hold.  I need weather that is dry, as well as not 
breezy.  I can’t do welding in the rain, and the wind makes mig 
welding all but impossible due to it blowing the shielding gas away 
from the arc. 
 I envy those of you who are at least able to take your LBC out 
for a drive.  For the benefit of those of us who can’t drive our cars, 
or can’t make meetings (when we can have them), it would be nice to 
have some articles written to Meshing Gears. 
Either introducing yourself and how you were introduced to your 
Little British Car,  or an interesting personal experience, or 
something that would be of interest to other members.  We all are 
missing the person to person interactions that we enjoy at the 
meetings, so lets just share what we can. 
   I miss all of you, and hope we can get together soon! 
           Steve 
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Coronavirus Guidelines 
 From The Federal Government/CDC 
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MG CAR CLUB 2020 CALENDAR 

TO OUR READERS 

We hope all of you are well and practicing social distancing and following the CDC guidelines.  We want all of 
our members and friends to stay healthy.  We have once again included in this issue the CDC guidelines, 
please follow them.  We’ve also included links to some MG videos on page 8 to help you to pass the time while 
you’re staying at home.  Please watch them and enjoy.  Safety Fast! 

            Rob 

May 26 Tuesday 7:30 pm 
Monthly Club Meeting at VFW Post #3401 
45 Tabor Road, Morris Plains, NJ. Pre Britfest Meeting 

June 23 

                  
Tuesday 7:30 pm 

  

Monthly Club Meeting at VFW Post #3401 
45 Tabor Road, Morris Plains, NJ 

June 28 
Sunday 12:00 

Noon 
 Annual Father’s Day Picnic, 
Schooley’s Mountain County Park, Long Valley, NJ  

 

July 28 

 

Tuesday 7:30 pm 

Monthly Club Meeting at VFW Post #3401 
45 Tabor Road, Morris Plains, NJ 

August 25 Tuesday 7:30 pm 
Monthly Club Meeting at VFW Post#3401 
45 Tabor Road, Morris Plains, NJ 

September 22 Tuesday 7:30 pm 
 Monthly Club Meeting at VFW Post #3401 
45 Tabor Road, Morris Plains, NJ 
 

October 10 
Saturday 9:00 am 

to 4:00 pm 
Britfest-Horseshoe Lake-Succasunna, NJ 

October 27 Tuesday 7:30 pm 
Monthly Club Meeting at VFW Post #3401 
45 Tabor Road, Morris Plains, NJ 

Please watch for an e-mail 
concerning the status of the meeting. 



6 

Member’s Car 
Member: Butch O’Connor     Car:  MGA 

 As some of you know, my first experience with an MG came when I was about 
11 years old and living in Rockland, Maine.  It was the Fall of 1957 and the new 1958 
cars had just recently been announced.  My favorite car at that time was the T-bird, 
Ford’s first two seat sports car.  Unfortunately, the 1958 T-bird became, to me 
anyway, a four seat monstrosity.  The rest of the cars that year were also pretty bad, 
when compared to their 1957 counterparts.  I was crushed.  I thought I would never 
see another cool car again.  Remember, I was 11 years old.  Walking with my friend to 
his house one Saturday morning, he saw a car in his driveway and ran ahead to get 

leather were unforgettable. 

 My first car was an MGB and over the years I’ve had the pleasure of owning a 

there.  His older brother was home from 
the Navy and he was excited to see him.  I, 
getting there behind him, was much more 
interested in the car.  I had never seen 
anything like this, a white two seat 
roadster.  It was an MGA.  My friend and 
his brother came out of the house, we all 
looked at the gleaming MGA and his 
brother offered to take us for a ride.  I was 
hooked, the sound of the engine, the 
transmission whine and the smell of the 

a number of Abingdon’s finest.  But I never 
forgot that MGA.  Fast forward to 2010 and I 
became the owner of Tom Finn’s MGA race 
car.  A story for another day.  I absolutely 
love that car, but of course I only get to drive 
it on the race track a few times a year.  A few 
years back I decided to look for a street 
MGA, so I could enjoy driving more than just 
a few times a year. .  Ideally, it would be Old 
English White, black interior and wire 
wheels, just like the race car. The search 

was on, mostly using the internet.  I looked for nearly two years.  I would find a decent 
car for a reasonable price, but no wires or it needed too much work.  I found a nice 
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Member’s Car Cont’d 
  red one on Nantucket island and spoke with the owner a number of times, but the 
logistics of getting it off the island and concerns about potential rust killed the deal.  It 
was the Fall of 2018 when I finally threw in the towel.  Coming back from New York 
one Wednesday, I spotted a nice 99 Miata, took down the number, took it for a test 
drive that Sunday and made the deal.  I would settle for the Miata.  That Monday I 
received an email at work from a racing friend of mine.  While he raced Datsuns for 
as long as I’ve known him, it appears he had crossed over to the “dark side” as he 
put it, some time in the past.  It seemed he owned a number of British cars.  He said 
that he wanted to sell one of them, an MGA, and asked if I knew of anyone in my MG 
club looking for a car.  I responded that, “Yes, I did, I was looking myself”.  I asked 
him to send a photo.  He did and amazingly, the car was Old English White with wire 
wheels.  Since he lived the next town over, I went over to take a closer look.  It was in 
great shape, but didn’t have an interior.  The price was right, so I bought the car on 
the spot.  When I mentioned that I will purchase a black interior kit for it, he said I 
didn’t have to, one comes with the car!  On the way back to the office, I realized I’ve 
purchased two cars in two days, neither one of them practical – I must be crazy!  I am 
very fortunate to have a very understanding spouse.  I finished putting in the interior 
during our “confinement” and took it out for a little spin a few weeks ago.  I may be 
crazy, but I’m a very happy fellow! 
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MG Videos 

https://youtu.be/dwc7wWXlkCU 

https://youtu.be/FTP53A8H3Mc 

https://youtu.be/Ce5TW6oLfIw 

https://youtu.be/UoxBz9jnx2E 

https://youtu.be/JBL6deZs7oE 

MG T Series 

MGA 
https://youtu.be/sKNLsbc233E 

https://youtu.be/QlTzsw9FjMU 

https://youtu.be/brFkMeADpJY 

https://youtu.be/cgnepkP15t0 

MGB 
https://youtu.be/yPPDXKjVRfE 

https://youtu.be/EJdbMMeg07k 

https://youtu.be/dbJw7TYCSkA 

https://youtu.be/2-ZI5cPvQus 

MG Racing 

https://youtu.be/ux9htRSNSp0 

https://youtu.be/Co_u6RLT05s 

https://youtu.be/U-tybhNNCDY 

MG History 
https://youtu.be/lKOypsMLXmU 

https://youtu.be/OWv9Kk6kIxM 

https://youtu.be/MLVVIasW7to 

As you know, Britfest was postponed this year and rescheduled for Saturday, October 10th.  If, like 
us you miss seeing all of those beautiful MGs this might be a good substitute.  We’ve accumulated 
some videos for your viewing pleasure.  Some are short, some are long, all are good.  Turn up the 
volume, click on the blue link and enjoy. 
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Sir Stirling Moss 1929-2020  
by Richard Miller 

 When Sir Stirling Moss died on April 12th at the age of 90 the world lost a true 
racing gentleman.  He had been in ill health since December 2016 when, during a 
vacation trip to Shanghai, he contracted a virus that almost took his life and effected 
his health in the years following.  After 134 days in the hospital he was flown back to 
the UK and shortly after announced his retirement from public life. 

 Stirling Moss was born with racing in his DNA.  His father, a London dentist, 
had raced on weekends and even placed 16 in the Indianapolis 500 of 1924.  With 
marriage and a young family the senior Moss decided to stick to dentistry.  It was 
Stirling’s mother, Aileen Crauford Moss, who would begin a motor racing career as 
one of the first championship female drivers.  It woud seem only natural that the two 
Moss offsprings, Stirling and Patricia, would both become world class drivers.  
Stirling in Formula One and Pat as a world champion rally driver (she drove for BMC, 
Ford and BL among others). 

 

 

 

 

 

10 hours and 7 seconds.  Moss became the first British driver ever to win the British 
Grand Prix when he beat his Mercedes teammate Juan Manual Fangio for first place 
in 1955 at the Aintree Circuit.  Four times he would almost become Formula One 
Drivers Champion; three times falling just behind his friend Fangio.  In 1958 it looked 
like he would finally take the Formula One Drivers title by a single point when his 
rival Mike Hawthorn had his victory in the Portuguese Grand Prix taken away for 
reversing on the track.  In the hearing Hawthorrne requested Moss testified on his 
behalf.  “I had no hesitation in doing it.  I can’t see how this is open to debate.  The 
fact tha 

 Moss was an active driver between 
1948 and 1962 competing and winning 212 
of the 529 races in which he competed.  He, 
along with his navigator Dennis Jenkinson, 
won the 1955 Mille Miglia, the famous 1000 
mile race across Italy in a Mercedes 300 
SLR with a record breaking breaking time of 

fact that he was my only rival in the championship didn’t 
come into my thinking. Absolutely not!”  This incredible 
act of sportsmanship helped cement his popularity 
among the British public who admired his flamboyant 
style and “never say die” attitude. 

 In 1957 Moss was hired by MG in an attempt to 
break the Class E world speed record.  In an MG EX 
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Sir Stirling Moss 1929-2020 (Cont’d) 
by Richard Miller 

181 at the Bonneville Salt Flats he reached a speed of 245.64 mph on August 23rd 
for a new record in the experimental MG nicknamed “The Roaring Teardrop”. 

 Stirling Moss’s racing career came to an end on Easter Monday 1962 during a 
race at Goodwood Circuit when he had a horrific crash.  He had to be cut out of his 
race car and was in a coma for just over 30 days and partially paralyzed for six 
months.  Realizing his racing career had 

come to an end he formed Stirling Moss, 
Ltd. and began a second life as a racing 
commentator, author, speaker and 
participant in vintage motorsport events.  
Moss continued to race in vintage 
events until he was 81 and was knighted 
by Queen Elizabeth II in 2000.  At his 
death he was the longest serving 

member of the British Racing Drivers Club and for many years served as president 
of the Brooklands Museum Trust.  He was also an active spokesperson for Britain’s 
prostate cancer awareness charity. 

 He is survived by his wife, Lady Susie Moss, his son Elliot and daughter 
Alllison.  Announcing his passing Lady Susie said, “He died peacefully at his London 
home following a long illness.  It was one lap too many.  He just closed his eyes. 

On a personal note I had the great honor of 
meeting my boyhood racing hero on three 
occasions.  Twice at Lime Rock Park during 
the Vintage Festival and once at the Amelia 
Island Concours.  In Fact in a very crowded 

Restaurant at the host hotel the Ritz 
Carlton on the Sunday morning of the 
concours event a server asked if I 
wound mind sharing my booth with a 
British Couple.  Of course it was Sir 
Stirling and Lady Susie Moss and a 
more memorable breakfast I never 
had the pleasure of enjoying. 
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MG Memories 

   Thanks for your e-mail.  Ah - yes the memories!  Yep - I also have many cherished 
memories from SVRA's 1994 Watkins Glen Vintage Grand Prix with its Collier Cup MG 
race!  That 1994 event was a game changer for MG vintage racing!  No one could believe it 
back then when 60 MG’s to show up to race!  The T register and NAMGAR also had a 
presence there.  Many thanks to Joe Tierno in particular for being the spark that led to this 
MG turnout.  That set the stage for future MG races. 

   Since there isn’t much car activity these days because of the corona virus (like almost 
none!), maybe just for the fun of it, we could share some past memories or photos, - just to 
keep our interest up and alive.  We all have stories to tell!  The video that the Shelburns 
made of the 1994 Collier Cup event http://www.shelburnefilms.com/  really captured 
what MG vintage racing is all about, and the folks in it - a number of whom are no longer 
with us! (It can be viewed at their web site.)  

  So just for the fun of it (and because I have plenty of idle time) I’ve dug up a few photos 
from my archives that you may find fun or interesting, along with some short comments on 
them.  I’ve had MGs for over 50 years, and have participated in MG activities in many 
ways!  Over the years I’ve raced my TD in over 100 vintage race events - plus a number of 
street events too!  And then getting my daughter Rachel to race my MG was the best!  So 
below are a few photos, in no particular order, for you.  Just ones that I found which 
brought back some memories! 

  I purchased my 1953 MGTD in 1967, while an engineering student at General Motors 
Institute, in Flint, Michigan.  (You know GM backwards is MG - hee hee!)  Paid $350 for this 
ratty TD that came home on the hook of a tow truck.  The engine’s cylinder head laid on the 
driver’s front seat.  My dad claimed it was a big mistake on my part, but he let me do it 
anyway (years later he apologized when I took him for a ride in it!).  Photo below is of it 
nearing its restoration completion in 1976, as I’m preparing it for the New England MG T 
Register’s “Bicentennial Rally of the Colonial Capitals".  (restoration progress was 
slowed as during those years as I got married, and then got divorced)  Hard to believe it, 
but yep - that skinny kid is me!  You might notice that I’m holding a thermometer into the 
radiator, checking how well it is doing its cooling job for the rebuilt engine.  Hey - 
Bicentennial Rally - why not go with a patriotic red, white, and blue paint job!  (and that’s 
why it later became a red and white race car!) 

.  
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MG Memories (Cont’d) 

  Ready to hit the 13 original colonies in the rally - July 1976.  From NJ we went to the start in Savannah, Ga., - 
drove through all 13 original colonies with some 40 other T Types, and ended up in Phily, Pa.  Me in white shirt, 
with my navigator MG friend Jim Finne. Jim has a TD (since high school) and a '39 MGTB.  The winner of the 
rally got a brand new MGB (donated by British Leyland, in celebration of the one millionths MG 
made).  Everyone else got these cute little participant's Liberty Bells. 

 

 

At the New England MG T Register’s “Gathering of the Faithful” at Buck Hills Falls, Pa. in June 1976 I had the 
privilege of meeting Captain George Easton, of MG fame.  Jim and I attended it in his 1939 MGTB.  For our trip 
from NJ, there and back, his ’39 TB consumed (and leaked) something like six quarts of oil! 

 

 

July 1990:  I participated in the New England MG T Register’s “One lap of Great Britain” with my wife 
Karen.  89 MGs participated.  I had to convert my MG race car back into a street car for the event.  MGs went 
via boat from Elizabeth, NJ to Liver Pool, England.  We flew over on British Air to our cars.  Toured England 
and Scotland as a group, including activities with the MG Car Club in Abingdon celebrating the Abingdon 
Diamond Jubilee International.  Got to drive on the historic Brooklands Racetrack!   Learned about ordering 
beer in pints or half pints in pubs.  And I learned not to ask for “ice tea” at meals.  Really - it upset our 
waitress!  The queen does not put ice in her “tea”.  Ha!  Had to keep a focus on “Keep Left!  Look Right!" as 
they drive on the wrong side of the road, and I thought all their rotaries (circles) worked really well - as long as 
you know how to play the game.  We held a “4th of July Party" in our motel’s parking lot (glad they didn’t shoot 
us!)  In Scotland, the sun didn’t set until around 11:30PM!   We got to see what roads our MG's were really 
designed for:  windy narrow English country roads - not interstates!   
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MG Memories (Cont’d) 
After getting back home, ol’53 reverted back to a vintage race car.

 

 

My MG racing tour of duty took me to Freeport in the Bahamas in 1984.  Yep, it was rough, but someone had 
to do it!  Who needs winter and snow in New Jersey when you can be racing your MG and tanning on the 
beaches in Freeport in the Bahamas in December - ha!  Yep, I had to suffer through a whole week of racing, 
eating, drinking, site seeing, and partying in December!  Got there via boat from port of Miami.  When our boat 
arrived we were greeted by a Caribbean band and free drinks!  We raced on their public streets! The locals 
were betting on us racing!   “California Coolers” had just come onto the market, and were sponsoring the 
Bahamas event.  We had all you could drink of them at evening parties all week long!  Bill Lutwack planned to 
run the event again in 1985.  I signed up for it, and sent my deposit in.  Then he mysteriously disappeared with 
everyone's deposit money - never to be seen or heard from again!  The '85 event never happened.   This was 
part of a 3 race southern racing tour for me (I left my MG with friends down south). Road Atlanta “Safety Fast” 
races in November ‘84, then Freeport in December, then Sebring in March ‘85, and then back 

home.  

 

 

Before I had a MGTD, I had this 1967 MGB in college. (my first car was a Sunbeam Alpine)  Was I really that 
skinny?  Here I’m pulling out the engine in my dad’s garage for some reason.  What a fun car to have in college 
in Flint, Michigan in the winter when temps were often below ZERO!  What heater - ha!  But that also gave me 
the opportunity to do some ice racing with the MG on Fenton Lake with the local sports car club.  Racing on ice 
- not so easy - takes a lot of skill to slide around corners and not loose it!  (corners were just pylons set out on 
the lake) 
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MG Memories (Cont’d) 

 

 

My first race.  New England MG T Register’s “Double Three” endurance race at Lime Rock Park, Ct. in 
1977.  TD’s were not yet eligible for vintage racing with the VSCCA.  Format:  Race 9AM to noon (3 hours).  Park 
the cars and have lunch for an hour (you couldn’t work on the cars while parked).  Then race again from 1PM to 
4PM (the second 3 hours).  It followed the format of the Brooklands “Double Twelve” races.  My brother Barry 
and I shared the driver’s duties.  We did 189 laps of the 1.52 mile track for the race.  Photo is of me and my crew 
at the end of the race.  I’m kneeling next to my dog Bonnie. 

 

Nothing like having an organized work shop - right!  Doesn’t always happen!  Here I’m working on my TD in my 
garage at my old house in Edison, NJ (Late 1970’s)  Notice the body shell of another TD hanging on the wall?  I 
had caught the “car disease!”.  It included at times:  1959 Turner, a couple of bug-eye Sprites, a Morris Minor 
convertible, a Datsun 240-Z, MG Midget, a Datsun 510, and a few MGB's.  Now I’m down to just two fun cars:   a 
’71 MGB street car, and my TD vintage racer (it’s for sale if you might be interested.  My racing days are over). 
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MG Memories (Cont’d) 
Me with my daughter Rachel at Watkins Glen, where she raced my TD in the Collier Cup.  I was most happy to be 
crewing for her!  Now she has a higher priority than racing - raising my granddaughter Dylan. 

 

Before I even knew what an MG was, there was my dad's ‘58 Ford in my life.  Remember 3 speeds on the 
column?  Vacuum operated windshield wipers?  Two tone paint jobs?  Front bench seat?  Not exactly a classic, but 
it sure beat a pair of shoes for getting around!  Wish I still had that body! 

 

My good MG friend Jerry Storch - MG racer (TC) with artistic talent and wit sketched up cartoons for the “MG 
Vintage Racer’s Newsletter” of which I was editor of from 1981 to 1995..  RIP my friend!  Your artwork lives on! 
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MG Memories (Cont’d) 
Shared EMRA and VSCCA race weekend at the old Bryar, N.H. race track - 1982 I think.  EMRA guys were having 
a 100 lap handicap “Night Race”.  They invited us vintage racers to enter a team.  4 cars per team.  There were 5 
teams entered. Cars would do 10 laps and pit to tag off on the next team car to go out for 10 laps.  Repeat, until 
100 laps are completed.  Our one vintage team included my TD, a Lester MG, a Turner, and a Formula Jr.  After 
around 2-1/2 hours of racing, I took the checkered flag for our team to win the race with a margin of victory of 11 
seconds!  Pop the champaign!  Lesson learned:  be sure all your car’s lights are working and adjusted before 
running in a night race (no stadium lights at this track) 

 

 

“Race to the Clouds”  - or in this case, racing "in the clouds" at the Mt. Equinox Hillclimb.  5.2 miles of winding 
uphill road, rising some 3,200 feet vertical from base to summit.  My best time 5:58, and some broken piston rings 
while going for it.  It took me several years to “learn the 5.2 mile road” with all of its twists and turns.  Screw up 
here any you’re into the trees or over a cliff!  This ain’t no race track!  Also truly a test of your car’s cooling system 
too!  Jags sometimes boiled over when they hit the summit!  We partied at the restaurant on top of the mountain in 
the evening.  Driving down the hill in the foggy dark after dinner was really scarry as it was almost impossible to 
see the road! 

 

 

 

NEMG T Register race weekend at Bryar, N.H.  My TD got raced by four different folks that weekend in different 
classes!  L to R.  Roy Jacobson - handicap, me - scratch, Mary Jacobson - ladies race, Jim Finne - novice 
race.  Now that’s sharing with friends! 
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MG Memories (Cont’d) 

 

 

Stirling Moss blesses my TD at VARAC’s vintage races - 1982.Shannonville, Ontario   

 

 

The rare NASCAR MGA Coupe!  Might it have the twin-cam engine in it? 

 

 

The first SVRA “Collier Cup Race for MGs” in 1985, with only 8 MG’s entered.  Bob Colaizzi was the first MG 
racer awarded the “Vintage Collier Cup".  I’m #58 in front with my TD.  In 1994 the CC had 60 MG's racing.  In 
1998 it had 72 MG’s racing.  In 2004 it had a record breaking 143 MG competing. And it is still an on going event! 
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MG Memories (Cont’d) 
The first SVRA “Collier Cup Race for MGs” in 1985, with only 8 MG’s entered.  Bob Colaizzi was the first MG 
racer awarded the “Vintage Collier Cup".  I’m #58 in front with my TD.  In 1994 the CC had 60 MG's racing.  In 
1998 it had 72 MG’s racing.  In 2004 it had a record breaking 143 MG competing. And it is still an on going 
event! 

 

 

Ahhh - so many memories to smile about!  These are just a few 
of mine.  It’s been a hoot!  Thanks for sharing!  Nuff of my 
rambling on - time to make something for lunch!  And maybe 
this afternoon, I’ll go out into my garage to work in my MGB’s 
leaking master cylinder.  Got MG’s - there is always something 
that needs fixing or working on! 

 

Remember to keep six feet apart - so you don’t end up six feet 
under!  Vintage racing and car events will return some day. 
 

Greg Prehodka 

MGracer53@aol.com 

April 18, 2020 
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MG Team At LeMans 
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From the Past 
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From the Past 
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Britfest is Coming! Britfest is Coming! 
Britfest, the annual gathering of all cars British is almost here.  It has been 

tentatively rescheduled for Saturday, October 10 from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm. 

Mark your calendar now and join us for this great event.  There will be lots of cars, 
prizes for the best in class, and for our featured marque, the Triumph TR-6. 

Delicious food will be available from  America’s Heros Smokehouse of Randolph, 
NJ. 

If you have a British car show it.  If you love British cars come and see them.  If you 
have anything to do with British cars become a sponsor.  Or, if you want to come to lend a 
hand we always welcome participation. 

Entry forms, sponsorship forms, and other information follows on the next 5 pages. 

Come and enjoy! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

A few photos from last year’s Britfest to whet your appetite. 
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  October 10, 2020 



27 

9/15/20) 9/15/20 
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MG Car Club Central Jersey Centre, Inc. 
Britfestsm 

CAR CLASSES and SPECIAL AWARD 
TROPHIES 

 

Austin Healey 100, 100-6 and 3000     

Austin Healey Sprite/MG Midget (combined class) 

Jaguar XJ 1968-2020:  6, 8, and 12 Cylinder Saloons  

Jaguar 1935 to 1967 Classics: Pre-war and pre-1968 Saloons, XK 120, 140 &           
150 Sports  

Jaguar 1955 to 1974 Mid- Century: C, D & E Types, XJS sports cars  

Jaguar 1975 to 2020 Contemporary: XK8, XK, XKE, XF, F-TYPE, S & X Types, 
XF, E & F-Pace 

Lotus 

MG T Series 

MGA          

MGB & MGC (Chrome Bumper)      

MGB GT & MGC GT        

MGB (Rubber Bumper) 

Mini 1959 to 2000 

MINI 2001 to Present 

Morgan 

Other Saloons 

Other Sports         

Triumph TR2, 3, 4, 4A & 250      

Triumph TR6 (Featured Class)        

Triumph TR7, 8, Stag, GT6, Spitfire & Others 

President’s Award        

People’s Choice Award       

Best of Featured Class 

Best in Show        
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MG CAR CLUB CENTRAL JERSEY CENTRE 

P.O. Box 435, Convent Station, New Jersey 07961 

 

www.MGCCNJ.org               

Britfestsm 2020  
Dear British Car Enthusiast/Vendor: 

 

 I am the chairman of the MG Car Club Central Jersey Centre Britfestsm 2020 planning committee. The show 
is for British saloons and sports cars, motorcycles and other vehicles and will be held on Saturday, Oct 10, 2020 at 
Horseshoe Lake Park, Succasunna, N.J.  Britfestsm is one of the first British car and motorcycle shows of the 
season in the Northeast and has been held annually since 1992.  This year’s Featured Class will be the Triumph 
TR6. 

 The show, which is very popular with British car and motorcycle enthusiasts, attracts up to 250 vehicles and 
800 spectators annually.  The show is a popular vote event, with trophies awarded in approximately 20 classes, 
together with additional trophies for the People’s Choice Award, President’s Award, Best of Featured Class and 
Best in Show.  Dash plaques are given to the first 100 entries.  There will also be automobilia and parts vendors 
and door prizes.  You can pre-register for this year’s show using the attached registration form.  The form can also 
be downloaded from our website (www.MGCCNJ.org).  If you register by Sept. 15, you save $5.00 off the cost 
of registration.  

Trophy Sponsorship 

 The club is also offering you, your business or organization an opportunity to participate as a sponsor of the 
trophies awarded to the class winners at a cost of only $100 per class.  This is an excellent means to advertise your 
products or business to hundreds of spectators, car show participants and vendors.  We offer the following to all 
sponsors: 

Sponsor’s names will be contained in advertising for the show, on brochures distributed at the 
show and on the club’s web site mentioned above.   

  

Sponsor’s advertising materials will be included in the registration packages for each car show 
participant.  We prepare 200 registration packages and will need your materials on or before April 
15, 2020. 

 
Your company’s name will be announced at the trophy awards.  The club will also include your 
business card or advertising material in the monthly newsletter through April, 2021. If you have a 
company banner, the club can arrange to display it at the show.  If you wish to take a more active 
part in the show, you may set up a display or table at the show as well. 

 
 To register your British car, motorcycle or other vehicle, participate as vendor or to sponsor a trophy class, 
please complete the appropriate form and return it to me with your check.   Checks should be made payable to 
“MG Car Club CJC” and mailed to me at 12-68 Fourth Street, Fair Lawn, NJ 07410.  If you are sponsoring a 
trophy, please also indicate three choices for class sponsorship, which will be determined on first come, first serve 
basis.  Copies of the registration form for the show, a list of classes of vehicles and the trophy sponsor form are 
also attached for your convenience and can also be found at the club’s website (www.MGCCNJ.org) as well. 

 
 If you have any questions regarding trophy sponsorship, please call/email either Charlie Tregidgo at 201-
791-6675 (tregidgolaw@gmail.com) or Gary Perrault at 973-626-0716 (gperr@optonline.net). 

 
         Very truly yours, 

 
                   Charlie Tregidgo  
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MG CAR CLUB CENTRAL JERSEY CENTRE 

P.O. Box 435, Convent Station, New Jersey 07961 

www.MGCCNJ.org 

 

TROPHY SPONSORSHIP FOR BRITFESTSM 2020 

 

Company Name/Address:           

 

              

 

Contact Person:            

 

Telephone:____________________     Email address:___________________________________ 

 

Number of Classes/Special Award Trophies @ $100 each: __________________________  

 

Trophy Car Class Preference   (Complete with the names of 3 classes on the attached list) 

 

      (a)                

 

         (b)_______________________________________________________       

          

         (c)_______________________________________________________ 

 

Special Award Trophies        (Indicate your choice(s) by placing an X next to the award) 

 

    (a) President’s Award   _______         (b) People’s Choice Award _________ 

 

     (c) Best of Featured Class Award ______     (d) Best in Show Award ___________        

 

If you have any questions regarding trophy sponsorship, please call/email either Charlie Tregidgo at 201-791-
6675 (tregidgolaw@gmail.com) or Gary Perrault at 973-626-0716 (gperr@optonline.net). 

 

 Once completed, please sign below and mail the form and your check (payable to MG Car Club CJC) to: 

 

Charles Tregidgo  

12-68 Fourth Street 

Fair Lawn, NJ 07410 
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Cars and Crumpets 2020 
Schedule  

May 17, June7,& 21, July 5,&19, August 2, & 16, Sept.6 & 20, Oct.4, &18th. 

9am to noon- Dunkin Donuts 246 Littleton RD. Morris Plains NJ  

CARS & CRUMPETS is a new group organized by Ralph Scarfogliero, that meets 
on alternate Sundays (9:00am to 12noon), usually at the Dunkin Donuts at the south 
corner of Route 202 & Route 10 in Morris Plains.  To get on their email list and receive 
notices of their weekly events, contact Ralph at 201-206-1389 or www.njbcc.org 

To receive notices of their weekly events and get on their email list, contact Tony at 
tboniello@gmail.com, or  https://www.facebook.com/carsandcaffe or https://
www.instagram.com/carsandcaffe. 

Nearby Car Events 
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British Car Events-Cars & Motorcycles of England     

At Hope Lodge-Ft. Washington, PA 
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British Car Events-Cars & Motorcycles of England     

At Hope Lodge-Ft. Washington, PA 
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British Car Events 

Red Mill British Car Day 
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British Car Events 

A Touch of England 2020 
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THANKS TO OUR BRITFEST 2019 SPONSORS 

Please patronize our sponsors.  They make our club work. 
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THANKS TO OUR BRITFEST 2019 SPONSORS 

Please patronize our sponsors.  They make our club work. 
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Matt O’Connor and Elizabeth Kamp  

THANKS TO OUR BRITFEST 2019 SPONSORS 

New Jersey MGT Register  

Please patronize our sponsors.  They make our club work. 
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MG SUPPLIERS & SERVICES 



40 

 

MEMBERSHIP FORM 
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THE REGALIA SHOP 

You aren’t the only one in need of proper attire. Your car 
needs some dressing up too. The MG Car Club  Jersey Central 
Centre has just what you need to make your British car “whine 
pleasantly,” instead of just making a racket. Check out these great 
deals! 

Grille Badges (2nd Edition) - The club’s very own (and quite 
handsome) grille badges. The “cream and cracker” color is just 
perfect for all “T and A” Series Mg’s, and also compliments your 
MGBs & Cs.  

Clothing items are available in many sizes and many colors of 
your choice. Prices vary based on size, and are subject to 
change.    

NEW ITEMS 
Mugs, Coasters, Clocks, Stickers .... All with the new Club 

Logo  at: www.cafepress.com/mgccnj 

For information or to place an order, go to the above website.        

 

CLUB NOTES 

Membership Changes & 
Corrections 

Keep your newsletter coming and your 
membership info up to date.  Please 
contact Mary Hayes with any changes at: 
mgmidgetmary@gmail.com  

Green Table 
Every Monthly Meeting 

Bring it in / give it to a Member! 

It’s our way to recycle stuff related to our 
hobby and other good stuff you might have.   

Car items are always welcome, as well as 
other things that you don’t want or need that 
others could use.   

Just put your stuff on the Green Table where 
“Froggy” resides, and let others help 
themselves to your treasures. 

Share your unwanted stuff with your MG 
buddies!  Someone may treasure it! 

MG SUPPLIERS & SERVICES END NOTES 

Young Marilyn Monroe with her TD.  What a beautiful car. 

Submitted by JVG 


